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SUBJECT: INDIAN HEAVY WATER PRODUCTION 

1 . CONSUL GENERAL COURTNEY REPORTS THE FOLLOWING FROM BOMBAY: 

2. THE ECONOMIC TIMES OF JUNE 12 REPORTS THAT IAEC CHAIRMAN 
HOMI SETHNA STATED DURING A VISIT TO POONA, WHERE HE 
ADDRESSED THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF THE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
ACADEMY, THAT INDIA’S PRESENT NEEDS FOR HEAVY WATER WOULD 
BE MET IN ABOUT TWO YEARS BY DOMESTIC PRODUCTION. SETHNA SAID 
THAT OF THE FOUR HEAVY WATER PLANTS NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH FERTILIZER MANUFACTURING FACILITIES, THE 
BARODA PLANT (65 TONS ANNUALLY) WOULD BE COMMISSIONED IN 

A COUPLE OF MONTHS, TUTICORIN (71.3 TONS ANNUALLY) WOULD 
COME UP BY SEPTEMBER AND KOTA (100 TONS ANNUALLY) AND TALCHER 
(62.7 TONS ANNUALLY) WILL SOON FOLLOW. 

3. THESE REMARKS ARE INTERESTING BECAUSE THEY (A) ADMIT 
THAT BARODA IS NOT YET FULLY OPERATIONAL, (B) PORTEND FURTHER 
DELAY IN KOTA WHICH UNTIL NOW HAS ALWAYS BEEN SCHEDULED TO 
COME ON STREAM WELL BEFORE TUTICORIN AND (C) INDICATE THAT 
TUTICORIN CONSTRUCTION IS MOVING AHEAD AT GOOD SPEED. 
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INDUSTRY SOURCES HAVE TOLD CONGEN IN LAST TWO MONTHS THAT 
PRODUCTION AT BARODA (THE FRENCH-SUPPLIED PLANT) HAS BEEN 
UNDER WAY ON A TRIAL BASIS FOR AT LEAST SIX MONTHS BUT 
APPARENTLY ALL THE BUGS (MAINLY HIGH PRESSURE VALVES) HAVE 
NOT YET BEEN OVERCOME. 
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